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.2012.09.Abstract The primary purpose of the study was to determine the attitudes of students at the
College of Agriculture toward agriculture programs and the ﬁeld of agriculture in an effort to better
identify, recruit, and retain students in the College of Agriculture. The population of the study was
110 students from the College of Agriculture freshmen enrolling in course 203 Ag. ext. Communi-
cation skills in 2009 and 60 students who transferred from the College of Agriculture to another
College. Questionnaire was reviewed for content and face validity by a panel of experts from the
department of Agricultural Extension at the College of Agriculture, King Saud University. A
ﬁve-point Likert-type scale was used. Cronbach’s alpha coefﬁcient was found to be 0.89, which indi-
cated the internal consistency of the scale. Ninety-six of the students were from cities and do not
have a farm background. Many of them indicated that they were not happy in the College of
Agriculture. Only 31.18% of the respondents (53) indicated that more students should be encour-
aged to enroll in the College of Agriculture, whereas nearly 69 disagreed or were uncertain. The
attitudes of students toward the ﬁeld of Agriculture were positive. Seventy-one of respondents
viewed Agriculture as a scientiﬁc area of study, nearly 66% of respondents viewed the ﬁeld of
Agriculture as a blend of scientiﬁc principles and agricultural practices. Signiﬁcant differences at
the level of 0.01 were detected, in means of students who had been enrolled in Agricultural program
and those students who had not. Students who had enrolled in Agriculture program displayed
different attitudes toward the ﬁeld of Agriculture than did students who were in non-Agriculture
program. Generally, students who were studying Agriculture programs possessed attitudes, which
were supportive of Agriculture as a career ﬁeld. Freshmen of the College of Agriculture viewed
agriculture as being both scientiﬁc and technical. It was recommended that a counseling program
should be implemented to better identify and retain students who are interested in pursuing degrees
from the College of Agriculture.
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0011. Introduction
The Bedouin constitute o Gidarakoanly a small part of the to-
tal population of the Middle East, but inhabit or utilize a large
part of the land area. Most of them are animal herders who
migrate into the desert during the rainy winter season andvier B.V. All rights reserved.
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months. Although the Bedouin, as a matter of caste, tradition-
ally despise Agricultural work and other manual labor, many
of them have become sedentary because of political and eco-
nomic development.
To establish peace throughout the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, King Abdul Aziz in 1910, discussed with his family, the
clergy and scientists the idea of conversion of Bedouin tribes
to sedentary farmers, rather than to leave them to roam in
search for water and pasture. Programs for the launching of set-
tlements for Bedouin were started in 1912. The purposes of the
programs were to teach Bedouin how to cultivate the land, and
how to live in permanent homes. In each settlement, an agricul-
tural worker was appointed to teach, educate and train the sons
of the Bedouin on the arts of Agriculture. The ﬁrst center for
settlement was established in 1912 in the Ar-ta-wiyah. The set-
tlers were estimated at more than 200 thousand people. There
were other centers in different parts of the country. Some has
been established in de-k-nah. The settlers were estimated at
more than 30 thousand people. The establishment of centers
has continued for 18 years. Then the centers were stopped after
they numbered about 122 centers (Al-shenaiﬁ, 1990).
Education and training is of great importance in raising the
efﬁciency of the members of our country, to pursue its push be-
hind the technological revolution that is, taking many forms
and dimensions. His Majesty the King Abdul Aziz – has put
the building blocks for the development of technical education
and vocational training in the Kingdom.
One of the negative attitudes of youth in Saudi Arabia to-
ward manual labor, is to despise working in agriculture. It is
originally due to the Bedouin lifestyle, the Bedouin criticized
working in occupations such as agriculture, forging, and car-
pentry. This negative attitude, has become one of the values
of Bedouin, prevailing in many of the Bedouin communities,
and even with the change of circumstances, Bedouin still prefer
certain jobs such as driving a car or a guard or military services
(Al-shenaiﬁ, 1993).
The problem addressed by this study was how to identify
students who are likely to complete a program of instruction
and seek employment in the industry of agriculture. A person
intended to pursue study in a ﬁeld of agriculture or to become
actively involved in an agricultural career may be predicted by
analyzing his beliefs about agriculture. Greenwald (1989) re-
ported that individuals with positive attitudes toward a subject
or situation tend to evaluate it positively. Indeed, once you
know someone’s attitude, you would think, you would be able
to predict his behavior toward the object. Attitudes can be
useful prediction tools.
2. Purpose
The primary purpose of the study was to determine the
attitudes of students at the College of Agriculture toward agri-
culture programs and the ﬁeld of agriculture, in an effort to
better identify, recruit, and retain students in the College of
Agriculture. The questions used to guide the study were:
1. What are the attitudes of students toward the College of
Agriculture?
2. What are the attitudes of students toward the ﬁeld of
agriculture?3. Is there a signiﬁcant difference between the attitudes of stu-
dents of agriculture program and non-agriculture program?
The study was a descriptive survey design. The population
of the study was 110 students from the College of Food and
Agricultural Sciences enrolling in course 203 Ag. ext. Commu-
nication skills in 2009, and 60 students who transferred from
the College of Agriculture to other colleges. Statements of
the Questionnaire were taken, with some modiﬁcations, from
research by Dyer et al. (1996). Questionnaire was reviewed
for content and face validity by a panel of experts from the
department of Agricultural Extension at the College of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, King Saud University. A ﬁve-point
Likert-type scale (1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree,
3 = uncertain, 4 = agree, 5 = strongly agree) was used to test
signiﬁcant differences. Cronbach’s alpha coefﬁcient was found
to be 0.89, which indicated the internal consistency of the scale.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including mea-
sures of central tendency and T test. Signiﬁcant differences
were tested on the level 0.01of signiﬁcance.
3. Results and discussion
Question one: What were the attitudes of students toward the
College of Agriculture?
Agricultural education is the kind of technical education,
which aims to give the individual a degree of culture and
technical information and practical skills, through practical
exercises that enable him to master the performance of agricul-
tural operations effectively and efﬁciently, to prepare workers
required to work in the agricultural sector.
The ﬁrst College of Agriculture was established, at King
Saud University (formerly Riyadh University) in 1965, then
the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences, in King Faisal
University in Al-Ahsa 1975. Colleges of Veterinary Medicine
in Al-Ahsa and the Faculty of Meteorology, Environment
and Arid Land in Jeddah were established in 1981. The estab-
lishment of the College of Agriculture and Veterinary Medi-
cine at University of Qassim was established in 1982.
Data showed that ninety-six of the students are from cities
and do not have a farm background. Many of them, as shown
in Table 1, indicated that they were not happy in the College of
Food and Agricultural Sciences. Only 31.18% of the respon-
dents (53) indicated that more students should be encouraged
to enroll in the College of Food and Agricultural Sciences,
whereas nearly 69 disagreed or were uncertain. Eighty-four
students (49.41%) reported that only students pursuing careers
in agriculture should enroll in the College of Food and Agri-
cultural Sciences. One hundred and six students (62.35%)
agreed that studying agriculture is easier than in most other
majors. Ninety-two students (54.12%) viewed College of Food
and Agricultural Sciences as better suited to male students.
The general features of Agricultural Education system in
Saudi Arabia are: the structure of Agricultural Education sys-
tem is imbalanced. That means the students graduated from
Agriculture Colleges are more than those graduated from
Agricultural High Schools. The agricultural institutes are lo-
cated in large cities, and they are not geographically scattered.
Poor enrollment in Agricultural Institutes, and most of the stu-
dents who enrolled in Agricultural Institutions were from the
urban cities. Agricultural Institutions teach scientiﬁc principles
Table 1 Attitudes toward college of agriculture.
Statement Agree Uncertain Disagree
More students should be encouraged to enroll in college of agriculture F 53 35 82
% 31.18 20.59 48.23
College study in agriculture is easier than in most other majors F 106 31 33
% 62.35 18.24 19.41
Only students pursuing careers in agriculture should enroll in college of agriculture courses F 84 56 30
% 49.41 32.94 17.65
Colleges of agriculture are better suited to male students F 92 51 27
% 54.12 30 15.88
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crepancy between the skills students ought to learn and what
they actually end up learning. The gap between schooling
and reality is stark. Students are taught to despise agricultural
education because students whose grade point averages are
low, are recruited to enroll in Agricultural Colleges. The stu-
dents take the impression that Agricultural Education is for
weak students. The reason listed for not enrolling in agricul-
tural courses was the poor reputation of the program among
students (Al-shenaiﬁ, 1993).
Question two: What were the attitudes of students toward
the ﬁeld of agriculture?
Attitudes can be deﬁned ‘‘as a positive or negative evalua-
tion of people, objects, events, activities, ideas, or just about
anything in our environment’’ (Zimbardo et al., 1999, p.
745). Attitudes form from our experiences and serve to guide
our future behavior.
Generally, the attitudes of students toward the ﬁeld of agri-
culture were positive. As indicated in Table 2 seventy-one of
respondents viewed Agriculture as a scientiﬁc area of study,
nearly 66% of respondents viewed the ﬁeld of agriculture as
blend of scientiﬁc principles and agricultural practices, and
87.65% of respondents viewed agriculture as a highly technical
ﬁeld of study. Sixty-eight of the respondents do not believe or
are uncertain, that the image of agriculture is improving,
whereas nearly 32 of respondents believed that the image of
agriculture is improving. Eighty-four percent of respondents
agreed that only students with a farm background should pur-
sue agricultural careers.
People used to hold different attitudes toward agriculture,
in Texas, USA the minority students had more negative atti-
tudes toward agriculture and agricultural occupations than
did white students (Talbert et al., 1992). The ﬁndings of Isa-
bella and Gidarakoa (1999) indicated that the attitudes of girls
toward farm employments remain extremely negative. TheirTable 2 Attitudes toward agriculture as an area of study.
Statement
Agriculture is a scientiﬁc area of study
Agriculture is a blend of scientiﬁc principles and agricultural practices
Agriculture is a highly technical ﬁeld of study
The image of agriculture is improving
Only students with farm backgrounds should pursue careers in agricultuattitudes to the prospect a having a farmer for husband are
more ﬂexible, but only in certain condition. In Illinois, USA
results indicated that approximately 90% of both students
and parents perceived the science applications in agriculture
courses to be of ‘‘Excellent’’ or ‘‘Good’’ quality. Both students
and parents reported positive attitudes toward agriculture as a
career ﬁeld and toward agricultural technologies. Each ex-
pressed views classiﬁed as ‘‘uncertain’’ toward educational
programs in agriculture. Whereas students expressed positive
attitudes toward careers in agriculture, parents were reluctant
to recommend those careers (Osborne
et al., 2000). Eck and Torres (1996) ﬁndings suggest that
administrators tend to have a moderately favorable attitude
toward agricultural education at the primary school level. Fac-
tors found to be associated with attitude were age, level of edu-
cation, and years of experience in public education.
Question three: was there a signiﬁcant difference between
the attitudes of students of agriculture program and non-agri-
culture program?
Signiﬁcant differences at the level of 0.01 were detected, in
means of students who had been enrolled in agriculture pro-
gram and those students who had not, as shown in Table 3.
Students who had enrolled in agriculture program displayed
different attitudes toward the ﬁeld of agriculture than did stu-
dents who were in non-agriculture program. Generally, stu-
dents who were studying agriculture programs possessed
attitudes, which were supportive of agriculture as a career ﬁeld.
Freshmen of the College of Food and Agricultural Sciences
view agriculture as being both scientiﬁc and technical. They
also have more positive attitudes toward agriculture programs,
and agriculture as a career than do non-agriculture program.
The students of non-agriculture program agreed with the state-
ments that agricultural program courses are better suited for
male students, and those students pursuing careers in agricul-
ture should enroll in agriculture, more than did students ofAgree Uncertain Disagree
F 121 40 9
% 71.17 23.53 5.30
F 112 25 33
% 65.88 14.71 19.41
F 149 00 21
% 87.65 0.00 21.35
F 54 32 84
% 31.77 18.82 49.41
re F 143 3 24
% 84.12 1.76 14.12
Table 3 Comparison of attitudes of students of agriculture program versus non-agriculture program.
Statement Groups of students M SD T P
Agriculture as an area of study
Agriculture is a scientiﬁc area of study Agriculture program 4.05 .69 17.96 .0001*
Non-agriculture program 1.95 .77
Agriculture is a blend of scientiﬁc principles and agricultural practices Agriculture program 3.99 .70 17.41 .0003*
Non-agriculture program 1.89 .809
Agriculture is a highly technical ﬁeld of study. Agriculture program 3.80 1.02 12.99 .0005*
Non-agriculture program 1.81 .759
The image of agriculture is improving Agriculture program 2.21 .95 3.68 .0003*
Non-agriculture program 1.68 .71
Only students with farm backgrounds should pursue careers in agriculture. Agriculture program 2.21 094 3.68 .0003*
Non-agriculture program 1.68 .70
College of Agriculture
More students should be encouraged to enroll in college of agriculture. Agriculture program 3.49 .84 4.49 .0001*
Non-agriculture program 2.81 1.08
College of agriculture courses are better suited to male students. Agriculture program 1.88 .89 13.78 .0003*
Non-agriculture program 3.74 .69
College study in agriculture is easier than in most other majors. Agriculture program 1.54 .60 19.46 .0001*
Non-agriculture program 3.81 .88
Only students pursuing careers in agriculture should enroll in college of agriculture. Agriculture program 1.76 .66 17.34 .0005*
Non-agriculture program 3.86 .87
* Signiﬁcant differences on level 0.01.
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courses expressed more positive attitudes toward each of the
comparisons than did students from the non-agriculture pro-
gram. Dlamini (1997), results revealed that secondary agricul-
ture students hold a slightly positive attitude toward
agriculture, and that eleventh and twelfth grade students held
a statistically signiﬁcant higher positive attitude than 10th
grade students.
4. Conclusion
College of Agriculture freshmen viewed agriculture as being
both scientiﬁc and technical. They have more positive attitudes
toward agricultural programs and agriculture as a career than
do non-agriculture program. If the mission of the Colleges of
Agricultures in Saudi Arabia. is to produce graduates for entry
into the agricultural industry, improvement needs to be made
in both the identiﬁcation and retention of students who are ac-
cepted into many departments and who are expected to com-
plete a degree within the college. The agricultural industry
places considerable importance on the background and experi-
ence of graduates. However, all the students are from cities
and do not have farm background.
5. Recommendation
1. A counseling program should be implemented to better
identify and retain students who are interested in pursuing
degrees from the Colleges of Agricultures.
2. Additional qualitative research should be conducted, to
explore the relationships between groups of students in
the Colleges of Agricultures and their attitudes toward
the Colleges and various majors.References
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